Introduction
In 1993 we published for the first time a full set of data concerning party governments in 20 democracies, covering the period 1945 -1990 . To our our satisfaction we have noticed that this data-collection has been used by many comparativists as well as by country specialists. On the one hand, it appears to be a useful instrument for research in coalition politics and related theory; on the other hand, it is widely used as a source for developing variables to analyse public policy-formation, government behaviour and comparative research on parties in and out government. At the same time, however, some colleagues have pointed to errors in the original publication, and it is the correction of these data, together with what we hope will be a useful update of the figures to the end of 1995, that has prompted this new supplementary report. In this article we have chosen to (re)print the country tables which open the presentation of the data of each country. The tables have been completely corrected and now run until 1996 (as far as data were available). Partly these data are derived from the Political Data Yearbooks as published in this Journal and partly we checked -as we did originally -Keesing's Contemporary Archives. This has led to a number of corrections, particularly in the figures for the duration of governments (DUR), the number of ministers (NOM), and, to a lesser extent, the participation of parties in government and their seats in parliament (PY). The new data have been added, of course, in the same format as applied in the original tables (see also below).
Below each of the country-tables we have added explanatory notes where necessary, followed by changes/corrections in the other tables. These tables, which can be found in the original data-book, contain information on the level of separate ministries (i.e. party affiliation; competences and portfolios; individual features like name and sex: see EJPR, Vol. 24, no. 1: 7) . These changes/corrections are presented as follows:
pagenumber (which refers to the original special issue and the hardback edition by Kluwer, 1993 
-H. (KESK)
This correction shows that -in comparison with the original issue -the party affiliation is now available.
In order to make the tables understandable for those who wish to use this update independently from the original publication we reprint here the format of the data set.
Glossary of format of data set and stucture of presentation
The information is presented by country and by government. The basic format is as follows: cases represent governments (= rows) and variables represent data on and within each government (= columns). Party names follow the Mackie/Rose coding, names of individuals are spelled according to the original language and sex will be indicated (by means of an asterisk = * for female Ministers). The structure of the tables for each country is as follows: 4. Single Party Minority Government: the party in government does not possess a majority in Parliament. 5. Multi Party Minority Government: the parties in government do not possess a majority in Parliament. 6. Caretaker Government: the government formed is not intended to undertake any kind of serious policy-making, but is only temporarily minding the shop.
Political complexion of parliament and government is an indicator which introduces a more qualitative aspect to government composition. It attempts to account for the relative strength of parties in government with reference to the Left-Right dimension, through a five-point scale in which the proportional shares of the Left, Centre and Right are transformed into scores (1 to 5) representing the degree of dominance of either party both in parliament and government. It is mostly used to relate the degree of party-control of a government to its policy guided actions. It is operationalised as follows: 
